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Applications for this grants scheme must come from 

the relevant archive service however partnership 

projects with community groups are welcomed. 

Community groups who are interested in working 

with their local archive service are encouraged 

to contact the archive service and discuss the 

possibility of developing projects.  You can find 

details of your local archive service at

http://www.llgc.org.uk/cac/cac0023.htm 

Scotland

Scottish Community Action Research Fund (SCARF): 

Provided by Communities Scotland and managed in 

partnership with the Scottish Community Development 

Centre (SCDC) to support community-led research. 

Communities can use the funding to carry out 

their own research, develop their knowledge about 

their community and improve skills and community 

capacity. SCARF will award funds to support 

community groups and other eligible organisations 

to carry out a wide range of research projects in line 

with communities Scotland’s remit, which will provide 

evidence on community engagement in local level 

programmes and the achievement of community-

identified outcomes.

Priority will be given to proposals which investigate 

new areas of work or communities that have been 

under-represented in past research, or provide 

information to help people participate in the life 

of their communities. Groups which can apply for 

funding are: voluntary groups, charities, community 

based projects and, educational and other research 

groups that are working on community-led projects.

www.communitiesscotland.gov.uk
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European Funding
All funds from the European Union administered 

by the European Commission. Of these, Structural 

Funds are sub-divided into categories such as 

community initiatives and regional allocations, which 

are instruments to help close the gap between the 

advanced and less developed regions. The Raphael 

Programme is of particular interest in its focus on 

heritage projects.

www.europa.eu.int 

A partnership between
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Community Chests: This programme supports the 

activities of formal and informal community groups in the 

88 most deprived areas.  This is a first step towards their 

more formal involvement in neighbourhood renewal.  

The scheme provides small grants of between £50 and 

£5000 to voluntary and community groups, with the 

goal of increasing and enhancing community activities 

in deprived areas. Funds can be used to pay for things 

such as: printing a community newsletter, hiring a room 

for a meeting or buying basic IT equipment and training.

Community Empowerment Fund: In each of the 88 

Neighbourhood Renewal Fund (NRF) areas, CEF will 

be paid directly to the community and voluntary sector to 

support Community Empowerment Networks.  These will 

bring people together to ensure that local communities 

and voluntary sector organisations are represented in the 

Local Strategic Partnerships (LSPs) and can contribute to 

Neighbourhood Renewal efforts locally.

Community Learning Chests: This is specifically to 

fund learning opportunities for neighbourhood renewal, 

and is targeted at the 88 Neighbourhood Renewal Fund 

areas.  Examples of activities funded includes: paying for 

a training programme or learning opportunity for a group’s 

committee or members or paying for an exchange visit to 

or from a similar group to share good practice.

NB.  As of April 2004 Community Learning Chests 

merged with two other community participation 

programmes (Community Empowerment Fund and 

Community Chests) to form a Single Community 

Programme.  This will provide a single funding 

stream flowing from the Office of the Deputy 

Prime Minister’s Neighbourhood Renewal Unit, 

via Government Offices to the Community 

Empowerment Network in each of the 88 

neighbourhood renewal areas. 

The programmes will merge at different times in 

different areas, depending upon the readiness of 

partners.  Partnerships will either merge in April 

2004, September 2004 or April 2005.  The merger 

will give local communities more freedom to choose 

how they spend community participation funding.

Neighbourhood Renewal Fund: Fund helps to 

improve services in the most deprived areas, including 

contributing to the Government targets to narrow the 

gap between deprived areas and the rest of the country.

Information about all of the above funds relating to 

communities can be found 

at: www.neighbourhood.gov.uk 

Coalfields Regeneration Trust: The Trust supports the 

social and economic regeneration of the former coalfields 

of England, Scotland and Wales. It provides advice, support 

and financial assistance to community and voluntary 

organisations who are working hard to tackle problems 

associated with deprivation at grass-roots level. Projects that 

are usually funded fall into the following categories:

 Providing community support and facilities

 Developing enterprise

 Lifelong learning

 Helping people into work through building skills and training

www.coalfields-regen.org.uk 

2. Education and Training:

Learning and Skills Council: The LSC is responsible 

for funding and planning training and education for over 

16 year olds in England. The work covered includes: 

adult and community learning, information for adults 

and education business links. There are 47 local LSCs 

across England and each has the flexibility to work with 

local representatives from employers, learning providers 

and community groups to identify skills shortages and 

implement training and education to address them.

Work is currently being done to identify a way to quality-

assure informal adult learning, which is important as  

a pathway for excluded communities into learning.

www.lsc.gov.uk

The following list is intended to act as a general guidance tool only. Not all of the suggested funding streams 

are known to have funded community archive projects; some have been selected on the basis of their focus 

on a particular locality or type of project funded. Some are able to provide sufficient funds to cover the majority 

of project costs whilst others are only able to cover certain aspects such as the cost of basic equipment or 

training. The list reflects the situation as of October 2004 and will therefore change.
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1. Communities:

Community Champions Fund: Funding supports 

the work of local people who can encourage 

others to get more involved in renewing their 

neighbourhoods.  Emphasis is place on supporting 

those who have already shown leadership in 

stimulating community activity, or who have ideas 

for encouraging greater community activity.  The 

Fund also encourages older (50+) volunteers to 

get involved in helping their communities. Grant 

values range from £50 - £2000 and funds are 

delivered through the nine Government Offices 

for the Regions, working with locally contracted 

intermediary organisations who promote and deliver 

the programme.
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3. Arts Council

Distributes money from the government and from the 

National Lottery directly and through the ten regional 

Arts Boards. The Arts Council is particularly interested 

in funding artists working with New Media, especially 

electronic. There is a separate stream for visual media 

such as video, etc. Projects have been funded that stem 

from partnerships between heritage organisations and 

artists, and the interest lies in how material is made 

available / used online. Proposals must come from artists. 

For small grants of £5,000 or less there is a six-week 

turnaround. For larger grants of over £5,000 there is a 12-

week turnaround and partnership support is required. 

www.artscouncil.org.uk 

4. Lottery

The Big Lottery Fund: 

The New Opportunities Fund and the Community 

Fund are working together to create a single new 

lottery distributor – the Big Lottery Fund. Launched 

on 1st June 2004, the Big Lottery Fund will build on 

the experience and practice of both organisations to 

simplify funding in those areas where the two bodies 

currently overlap. A range of different types of funding 

programmes is envisaged. Some of these will be 

‘open’ grant programmes (similar to the Community 

Fund), others are likely to concentrate on strategic 

partnership working across different sectors, funding 

for infrastructure and development, or opportunities 

for voluntary sector involvement in the delivery of 

community services. The Community Fund and New 

Opportunities Fund are guaranteed up to the end of the 

current Camelot licence in early 2009.

www.biglotteryfund.org.uk 

Heritage Lottery Fund: Distributes funds on behalf 

of the National Lottery. Grants are given to projects 

which help to preserve and enhance, or widen 

public access to, or understanding and enjoyment 

of, one or more aspects of physical heritage. There 

are a number of different grant schemes targeted 

at particular areas of heritage or themes, which are 

designed for different types and sizes of project. 

Two of these schemes – Awards for All and the Local 

Heritage Initiative are specially intended to support 

heritage projects run by small local groups.

www.hlf.org.uk 

Awards for All: Funds projects which involve people 

in their local communities and is aimed at small 

community groups. The scheme wants to widen 

the appreciation and understanding of heritage by 

helping local groups to introduce people to heritage 

for the first time or to extend their experience to 

different types of heritage. It also wants to increase 

participation by local people as volunteers in practical 

activities such as recording and interpreting the 

heritage. 

www.awardsforall.org.uk 

Local Heritage Initiative: Projects must actively 

involve the local community and groups can be 

established or set up specifically for the purpose. This 

is a partnership, whereby The Countryside Agency 

administers the scheme; The Heritage Lottery Fund 

provides the grants and, additional funding comes 

from the Nationwide Building Society. The kind of 

costs a group may get funding for include: specialist 

advisors to help with the project, charges such as 

archive costs and maps, essential equipment to make 

projects efficient and effective and presenting findings 

locally. Grants range from a minimum of £3,000 to a 

maximum of £25,000.

www.lhi.org.uk   

There is also the Your Heritage scheme for grants 

of between £5,000 and £50,000, Heritage Grants 

programme for grants of £50,000 or more, and Young 

Roots, which promotes the involvement of young 

people, 13-20 years old, in their heritage, with grants of 

between £5,000 and £25,000.

Charitable trusts and foundations are a vital source of 

funding for many community groups. They vary wildly in 

terms of size and scope, and of the thousands that exist 

in the UK, only a proportion of those have paid staff. They 

are unlikely to fund core costs, although some trusts will 

consider contributing to general running costs, and give 

fairly small, one-off grants. They also differ in relation to 

project type and whether supporting a project involves 

taking risks or is deemed ‘safe’. The emphasis of a lot of 

charitable trust funding is for projects to act as catalysts 

for leverage of additional funds from other funders, and 

for projects to be suitable for replication elsewhere.

Abbey National’s Charitable Trust: The Trust was set 

up in 1990 to provide a focus for activities with the 

voluntary sector and the new priorities for 2004 are to 

support disadvantaged people through:

 Education and training (this may lead to a 

recognised qualification or be part of lifelong 

learning, and charities will need to demonstrate 

how this training will make a lasting contribution to 

the local community)

 Local regeneration projects which encourage 

cross-community partnerships 

 Financial advice which helps them manage their 

money

Preference is given to funding complete projects rather 

than making a partial donation, and amounts range from 

£250 – £ 20,000, with most donations being in the range 

of £500 - £2,500.  The Trust Donation Programmes 

operate in areas solely where they have a Community 

Partnership Group.  The areas that have relevance for 

our pilot case studies are: East London and Bradford.

Bridge House Estates Trust Fund (Small Grants 

Scheme): the Trust aims to assist small voluntary 

and community organisations in order to strengthen 

their services and so improve the quality for life for 

Londoners.

There are no closing dates and applications will be 

processed within 4 months of receipt.  Older people and 

community activity are two of the five priority areas, and 

to be eligible the organisation needs to:

 be a suitably constituted voluntary organisation

 be undertaking charitable activity

 have a bank / building society account

 have an annual income of under £50,000

 be doing work which benefits Londoners

www.bridgehousegrants.org.uk  

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation: the Foundation makes 

grants to organisations which aim to improve the 

quality of life for people and for communities in the 

UK, both now and in the future.They like to consider 

work which others may find hard to fund, perhaps 

because it breaks new ground, appears too risky 

or requires core funding.  They support registered 

charities and properly constituted organisations.

 Education: new approaches to education and hard-

to-reach learners

 Social Development: aims to improve the lives of 

communities facing disadvantage (living in, or on 

the edge of poverty)

www.esmeefairbairn.org.uk 

Carnegie UK Trust:  The aim of the Carnegie UK 

Trust’s Rural Community Development Grants 

programme is to help rural communities to shape 

and influence change.  They are keen to support 

innovative projects that seek to strengthen rural 

communities through enhancing people’s confidence, 

knowledge and skills, organisational ability and 

resources.

Charitable Trusts 
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This grants programme is open to:

 Not-for-profit community organisations, including 

village hall committees

 Organisations that support rural communities, such 

as a rural partnership, council of voluntary service or 

rural community development agency.

The Trust will support multi-disciplinary and cross-sector 

partnership initiatives that involve both statutory and voluntary 

organisations. They are interested in supporting projects that 

are committed to the following: empowerment schemes; 

participation schemes; inclusion schemes; partnership 

schemes and learning schemes. Grants are usually up to 

£30,000 for a maximum of three years and deadlines for 

applications are 1st January and 1st September.

www.carnegieuktrust.org.uk 

Age Concern England: Provides grants not only to Age 

Concern organisations but to other voluntary groups which 

provide services for the benefit of older people. There are 

three types of grants available to voluntary organisations. 

These are:

 Small service Development Grants – these are one-

off grants of up to £2000 and applications can be 

made at any time.

 Small grants to Clubs – these are one-off grants of up 

to £120 for new equipment or activities. Applications 

can be made at any time.

 Opportunities for Volunteering scheme

Email: grants.unit@ace.org.uk

Barclay’s New Futures: Awards are available for 

educational resources, training materials and support for 

secondary school projects, where students are tackling 

social, community or educational challenges through 

school / community partnerships.

www.community.barclays.co.uk/newfutures 

Community Foundations: The Foundations raise and 

distribute funds to support local charitable activity in order 

to improve the quality of life for the people of a particular 

region. For example, it supports charities, organisations, 

families and individuals in the Calderdale area, in particular 

those who are suffering hardships or are unable to help 

themselves, and groups promoting educational, artistic, 

sporting or leisure activities. Priorities are determined 

locally and regularly reviewed. Not all regions are served 

by a Community Foundation.

www.communityfoundations.org.uk / www.ccfound.co.uk 

Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation: The UK branch 

makes grants to organisations working in the areas of 

arts, social welfare and education, and Anglo-Portuguese 

Cultural Relations. 

Grants given under the Social Welfare Programme in 

2004 have remained strongly focused on capacity building 

in local groups and neighbourhoods, in particular: for 

community groups, in both rural and urban settings, which 

are developing new strategies for neighbourhood and area 

regeneration, including new forms of service delivery and 

social enterprise. 

Grants given under the Arts Programme are principally 

for professional arts organisations or professional 

artists working in groups. Exhibitions, performances 

and festivals are excluded.  However, The Spoken 

Word Programme is of interest in its targeting of non-

professional participants and being specifically designed 

to heighten an awareness of the richness and variety 

of spoken language in contemporary Britain. Projects 

may involve oral history collection and dissemination, 

community radio-making or an project in which 

participants are encouraged to reflect on their use of 

language.

There is a national limit of £10,000-£15,000 to any one 

grant and fully prepared proposals are considered at 

Trustee Meetings of which there are three a year, usually 

held in the first week of March, July and November.

www.gulbenkian.org.uk 

Paul Hamlyn Foundation: There are four priority areas 

of funding, the arts, education, publishing and overseas 

projects, which are mainly concentrated in India. The 

emphasis is on helping to increase the opportunities 

available to people. The small grants programme of 

awards up to £5,000 are made to local schemes that fall 

within the Foundation’s priority areas.

www.phf.org.uk 

Worshipful Company of Information Technologists:  

Aims to bring the benefits of IT within reach of people 

disadvantaged for whatever reason.  WCIT works 

with partner organisations to develop a growing range 

of IT based charitable projects, e.g. community-

based cybercentres. WCIT can provide expertise 

in the form of the Company’s membership and add 

value to projects by bringing in resources or partners 

via members’ contacts with organisations in the 

commercial and voluntary sectors. The policy of the 

Trustees is only to offer financial support to projects 

where the Company’s membership has already 

been actively involved in the development, and this 

will generally be the less significant element of the 

Company’s contribution.

In broad terms the company is interested in projects which:

 Directly benefit an identifiable group, especially 

those who are disadvantaged for whatever reason

 Demonstrate an innovative use of IT, which can be 

developed into a model for wider replication

 Can be sustained beyond the timeframe of the 

Company’s involvement

 Focus on outcomes which can be formally evaluated

www.wcit.org.uk 

Kleinwort Benson Charitable Trust:  Community 

Investment works in partnership with specific voluntary 

sector organisations and schools in Hackney, and with 

national charities.

www.drkw.com/aboutdrkw/community 

Lloyds TSB Foundation for England and 

Wales: Primarily funds regionally based charitable 

organisations in the UK working in the fields of social 

and community needs and education and training. 

Funds are administered regionally with specific 

funding priorities for each region.

www.lloydstsbfoundations.org.uk 

Nationwide Foundation: The Foundation makes 

charitable grants to UK based organisations whose 

aim is to improve the quality of life and the range 

of opportunities for those in need, promote social 

inclusion and achieve real sustainable benefit to 

communities. The areas of support covered are 

rural communities and volunteering programmes, 

and the project must fit within one or both of these 

two themes. The types of project considered 

include community based learning and improving 

the opportunity for access to services, employment 

and the benefits of a wider community. Grants 

are made between £500 and £10,000, normally 

on a one-off basis. Consideration will be given to 

funding a project in full or with a number of other 

funders.

www.nationwidefoundation.org.uk 

Home Country Specific Funding
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Wales

The CyMAL Archives Grants Scheme offers grants of 

up to £10,000 to Welsh archive services to assist in 

increasing and improving access to archives, raising 

the standards of care for archives, encouraging 

innovation and facilitating partnerships.  Increasing 

access to archives and developing partnerships 

between archive services and community groups 

are important elements of the grants scheme. 


